Domaine Leflaive 2012 Vintage Report
After a mild beginning, winter took a nose-dive during three days in mid-January before becoming majestic.
The first 15 days of February were icy-cold, between -15ºC and -4ºC (-5ºF to 25ºF). Then winter yielded its
place to spring; it was thus that the month of March, dry and mild, saw in its appointed time the first budbreak.
We thought, therefore, that once again it would be a precocious vintage, based on our recent experiences of
the 2011 and 2007 vintages. This did not take into account the cold rains of April which would arrest the new
growth. In the month of May, growth of the vines resumed, recovering a bit more normal cycle, but always
advanced.
Flowering began during the last days of May, full flowering on June 5, but dragged on until after June 20. The
fragile flowers, having to face wretched climatic conditions, offered us berries of mixed size (millerandage)
affected by shatter (coulure). At the end of June, a sudden rise in temperatures brought on thunderstorms and
then hail on June 30. The month of July was along the same lines but with added humidity.
The vineyards were once again hit by hail on August 1, further reducing an already diminished crop. Then the
sun blazed and allowed the grapes to reach good phenolic maturity with a level of sugar that was less elevated
than in the last few years.
We began the harvest on September 14: The musts were well balanced and showed a very good level of acidity.
We followed the wines during their aging (élevage), and they have maintained lovely acidity and show in
advance an extraordinary minerality. Despite the fact that global production of the domaine was diminished
by one half, the wines manifest numerous qualities: minerality, balance, finesse, precision, tension, energy. . .
a very grand vintage.
You may enjoy these wines as early as:
Bourgogne Blanc from the end of 2014 forward
Puligny-Montrachet and the Premiers Crus from the end of 2016 forward
The Grands Crus from the end of 2017 forward
Montrachet from the end of 2020 forward
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