CRITICAL ACCLAIM

by Monica Larner (May, 2017)
2004 Dal Forno Romano Passito Rosso Vino Dolce Vigna Seré
99 points

“… a masterpiece that is impossible to repeat. In fact, the wine has not been produced since
2004. Even if a vintage as good as this did come along, we'd need to wait another 13 years before
we could enjoy this level of maturity and evolution. … The bouquet delivers a generous flow
of dark spice, bitter chocolate, espresso, raisin, plum, barbecue spice and teriyaki smoke. The
concentration and layering of the wine are both rare and distinctive. The mouthfeel sees sweet
flavors with a syrupy mouthfeel. The finish offers hints of caramelized brown sugar and savory
hickory. … I can think of no other wine that comes close to matching this unique style.”

2010 Dal Forno Romano Amarone della Valpolicella Monte Lodoletta
98 points

“This is a deeply communicative and articulate wine that boasts immense power and persistence.
… a creation of enormous beauty and unflinching intensity. The wine speaks at loud volumes with
black cherry, spice, tarry smoke, barbecue marinade and grilled rosemary. Those balsam notes
add length and continuity to the bouquet. In the mouth, the wine is complete and penetrating. It
wraps thickly over the palate to soothe and entice your taste buds. Yet there is enough crispness
to keep it from feeling cloying or too heavy…”

2011 Dal Forno Romano Amarone della Valpolicella Monte Lodoletta
96 points

“… It is almost impossible to wrap your head around the intensity and richness that is so expertly
delivered by this monumental wine. The bouquet is sweet and heavy with luscious tones of black
fruit, prune, dried rose bud, cherry liqueur, spice and tarry asphalt. The wine oozes forth with
impactful thickness and generosity. Rather than a companion to a meal, this wine is a meal in
itself. It goes over and beyond traditional Amarone…”

2010 Dal Forno Romano Valpolicella Superiore Monte Lodoletta
95 points

“… This was not an easy vintage in Valpolicella compared to other parts of Italy that enjoyed a
classic growing season. Instead, this Northern corner of Italy suffered from heavy rains and some
hail damage. Overall yields were lower as a result. But the wine sings in terms of its brightness
and aromatic intensity today. The expressive bouquet covers all the bases from black fruit to
spice to drying mineral or flint. All of these elements conspire to bring robust flavors together
with smooth and seamless transitions.”

2011 Dal Forno Romano Valpolicella Superiore Monte Lodoletta
93 points

“… a darkly concentrated but carefully balanced expression that only the most expert vintner
can pull off with success. … The bouquet is bright and fragrant with floral notes of rose and
violet that are rare to find in Valpolicella. There are faint tertiary notes as well that add to the
complexity. You will find cured leather and savory spice. The finish offers enough acidity to
refresh the palate, following that considerable density and thickness.”
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